Laparoscopic mesh incisional hernioplasty in five horses.
To report a technique for incisional hernioplasty in horses using laparoscopic placement of a prosthetic mesh. Case series. Horses (n=5) with ventral median abdominal incisional hernia. A telescope and 2 instrument portals were established bilaterally, lateral to and distant from the hernia margins. After exposure of the internal rectus sheath by removal of retroperitoneal fat with endoscopic scissors and monopolar cautery, a prosthetic mesh was introduced into the abdomen and secured intraperitoneally using transfascial sutures with or without supplemental endoscopic hernia fixation devices. Successful placement of the prostheses was achieved without major intra- or postoperative complications. Repairs were intact in all horses (follow-up range: 6-23 months) without evidence of adhesion formation. Cosmetic results compared favorably with those typically achieved using conventional, open hernioplasty techniques. Incisional hernia repair in horses can be successfully achieved with a laparoscopic intraperitoneal mesh onlay technique. Laparoscopic mesh hernioplasty has promise as a safe and effective method for repair of incisional hernias in horses.